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Dear Parents,

As the term moves on apace I am pleased to say that all of the teachers report that the children have settled into their new classes very well indeed demonstrating a real enthusiasm for learning. The Reception Class children have also settled very confidently into school and we are looking forward to the commencement of their full attendance in two weeks time.

Our autumn term agenda is building quickly and I would like to draw your attention to a number of items.

Harvest Festival – Friday 9th October  – 2:00pm – St Nicholas’ Church

As last year, the Harvest Festival service at St Nicholas Church is being held a week later than in Pilton and North Wootton which causes problems with the collection and distribution of Harvest produce.  We have also found that in the past there have been difficulties in finding enough recipients in the local community for the plentiful donations we receive.  This year, therefore, we have decided to support the ‘Seeds for Africa’ appeal.  Shortly the children will be bringing home an envelope with a request for a small monetary donation which we will send to the appeal.  Children from West Pennard may still wish to bring in some Harvest produce to decorate their Church as they have done in the past.
The Junior playground will be available for parking from 1:30pm but please be aware that, although we have requested the school buses to arrive as late as possible, the exit is likely to be blocked for a short while.  The service will last for approximately 40 minutes and you will be able to take your children home immediately afterwards but please ensure that you let your child’s teacher know you are doing so.  Thank you.

A crèche will be available in the Library from 1:30pm and I would like to encourage you to use this for your own peace of mind as well as that of others.

National Prize Winners

We were delighted to hear that West Pennard Primary School were the winners in an international film making competition.  Mr Wheat and some members of his class (current year 5) entered the competition to make a ‘newsworthy’ film to be posted on the ‘Espresso’ news site.  ‘Espresso’ is a site subscribed to by many schools.  It has clips, resources and activities to support learning across the curriculum.  The ‘news’ section keeps children up to date with current issues.  Our entry was a report on the Glastonbury Festival and what we can offer children and featured one of our pupils interviewing Michael Eavis.  As part of the prize the ‘Espresso’ newsreader will be visiting the school to share her experiences of film making and the visit will be filmed and broadcast on ‘Espresso’.  Our film is also on the site and Mr Wheat has posted it on the school’s website for you to view.  Congratulations to all the film makers!
Parents’ Evenings – Monday 5th October & Wednesday 7th October
We are looking forward to welcoming parents to meet their child’s teacher.  Trays of work and interim reports will be displayed in the hall for perusal prior to your appointments.  Please note that since we are holding the consultations so early in the year, the quantity of work will necessarily be less.  The focus of the meeting will be on how your child has settled and on targets for the forthcoming year.
We allow a ten minute appointment for each child so should you wish to continue a conversation please feel comfortable in making another date with the teacher in order to avoid delaying other parents.  Please complete a separate slip for each child and return them to your child’s teacher. 

After School Care

I have received a couple of enquiries from parents as to whether we would be able to provide after school care to 5.30 each day.  We surveyed parents about three years ago and the response indicated there wasn’t a need at that time.  However, circumstances change and I would be interested to hear from parents who would appreciate this service.  If you are interested please return the attached slip promptly as I would like to collate all responses before the next Governors’ Meeting on Monday 28th September.
Open Morning

Our open morning is on Wednesday 14th October from 9.15 to 11.30. You are all welcome to come along and see the school in action.  If you know of any parents of pre-school children then please encourage them to come along.  I have heard that some parents who live outside our catchment area do not consider West Pennard as their first choice for new admissions as they are told that the likelihood of getting into reception class is minimal.  However, we have had spaces in reception class for the previous two intakes, probably because of this perception.  Please spread the word.
School Garden
Once again we are collecting vouchers from Morrisons who are supporting the ‘Let’s Grow’ campaign.  We were very pleased with the equipment we were able to purchase with these last year which is being well used in our garden area.  This year Sue Bradfield is aiming high - for a greenhouse no less! - so all vouchers will be very gratefully received.
Traffic Thank You
Thank you so much to all parents who responded to the request not to use Church Lane when the works were in progress outside the Church.  We were blessed with good weather and I have to say the atmosphere felt relaxed and an enjoyable way to start and end the school day.  My fitness levels definitely improved on the journey to and from school to escort the bus children.  We have been advised that we will soon be repeating the exercise when the workmen return to dig the hole up again!  We will inform you of the dates in due course. Meanwhile, I would be interested into receiving your feedback on how you found the experience and whether you would like to see it continue.  
Letters by e-mail
Rachel will continue to send out main newsletters by e-mail to parents already on our list.  However she would like to ensure that her list is as up to date as possible and would be grateful if you could either confirm whether or not you would like this to continue or give us your e-mail address is you would like to be added to the list.   Please ensure your youngest or only child knows that you have requested this method.  Also please be aware that letters coming directly from the class teacher may not be communicated to you that way so you still will need to check bags regularly!
Parent Involvement in Policy Reviews
Thank you to those parents who responded regarding this involvement.  I will be contacting you shortly.

Lost a Coat ?

We are looking for the owner of a small adult two-tone mauve coat which looks fairly new and was left in Year 3 at the end of last term.  If you think it may belong to you please contact the office. 
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Helen Burchell

newsletters\Let Aut09.4
……………. ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
After School Care
Name ………………………………………………………….

I would be interested in after school care for my child/ren         Number of children………………
The days I would be interested in are (please circle):

Monday         Tuesday        Wednesday      Thursday          Friday           All week





Signed…………………………………….

Newsletters by e-mail

Name(s) of child / ren: …………………………………………….    In Year(s):
□
I would like to continue to receive my newsletters by e-mail.
□
I would like to receive newsletters by e-mail to the address below.


Name: ………………………………….      My e-mail address is:  ………………………………………



Signed …………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..


Parents’  Open Evenings Return Slip
Please complete one slip per child – thank you

Name of Child ..........................................................

Year ................

I would like an appointment with  ..................................................  on 

*  Monday
5th October

any time  /  3.30-4.30pm  /  4.30-5.30pm  /  5.30-6.30pm

*  Wednesday
7th October

any time  /  3.30-4.30pm  /  4.30-5.30pm  /  5.30-6.30pm

* If you are unable to state  "any time", please circle preferred times

Please note that when allocating times we take account of brothers and sisters in other classes

Signed  ......................................................

ADVANCE \u7  ……………………. ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Parents’ Open Evenings Return Slip

Please complete one slip per child – thank you

Name of Child ..........................................................

Year ................

I would like an appointment with  ..................................................  on 

*  Monday
5th October

any time  /  3.30-4.30pm  /  4.30-5.30pm  /  5.30-6.30pm

*  Wednesday
7th October

any time  /  3.30-4.30pm  /  4.30-5.30pm  /  5.30-6.30pm

* If you are unable to state  "any time", please circle preferred times

Please note that when allocating times we take account of brothers and sisters in other classes

Signed  ......................................................

ADVANCE \u7  ………………. ………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Parents’ Open Evenings Return Slip

Please complete one slip per child – thank you

Name of Child ..........................................................

Year ................

I would like an appointment with  ..................................................  on 

*  Monday
5th October

any time  /  3.30-4.30pm  /  4.30-5.30pm  /  5.30-6.30pm

*  Wednesday
7th October

any time  /  3.30-4.30pm  /  4.30-5.30pm  /  5.30-6.30pm

* If you are unable to state  "any time", please circle preferred times

Please note that when allocating times we take account of brothers and sisters in other classes.
Signed  .....................................................                  ADVANCE \u7
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