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Autumn:  Newsletter no. 7
Dear Parents, 
I hope that you all had a brilliant half term holiday.  The children were certainly ready for a break after a hard working first few weeks.  The ‘One World’ enrichment week organised by Mrs Helen Morley and Mr Tony Wheat was a fitting finale.  The children had fun but also learnt a great deal.  A huge thank you to everyone who helped in some way.  The next half term promises to be very busy with a packed programme of events as Christmas approaches. Details of Christmas arrangements will be sent out in a few weeks.  Meanwhile, I would like to bring the following items to your attention.
Parents’ Education Evening:  What is Fronter? Staying Safe Online
Each year we focus on anti-bullying with the children to coincide with National Anti-bullying Week.  This year, in addition to teaching the children about being a good friend, and discussing bullying and what to do if they feel they are being bullied or know someone who is, we will also be focusing on the national theme of ‘stay safe in cyberspace’.  This will be particularly relevant to our older children who use the internet.  In connection with this theme Mr Wheat will be holding a parents’ education evening on e-safety and will also demonstrate the Fronter system the children are introduced to at school.  This will take place at 7.00pm on Thursday 19th November.
Staffing News

I am pleased to report that Mrs Lyn Ware has been appointed as our cleaner and caretaker and will be taking up the position formally on Monday.  Lyn has been cleaning the school at the end of the day since September as a ‘mobile cleaner’ in addition to working in this capacity in a number of other County establishments.  We are delighted that Lyn indicated she would like to make this temporary arrangement permanent and will now be working solely at West Pennard.  She has been very impressed by the friendly staff and children in her time with us and I know she will be a super addition to the team.

Attendance

We failed to reach our attendance targets last year with absence rates running at 5.3% compared to our target of 4.75%.  This year’s target is even more stringent at 3.96% of total absences.  Please be mindful that requests for holidays in term time will only be granted in special circumstances and that it is vital that children attend school, and on time, unless they are genuinely ill.  
Poppy Appeal

If your child has not already brought in a donation towards the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal and still wishes to do so poppies will be on sale outside reception classroom on Monday.  

Traffic Matters

As you are aware an open traffic meeting was held just before half term and a number of proposals were discussed to improve the situation at the beginning and end of the school day.  I am meeting with the County traffic engineer next week to discuss the feasibility of the proposals and then I will put together a short questionnaire to gauge parental opinion.  
Children In Need
As usual we will be supporting the ‘Children in Need’ appeal on Friday 20th November.  On this day children are invited to come to school dressed in mufti (home clothes or fancy dress) in return for a small donation.

Update of Pupil Data
You should all have received a copy of your child/ren’s main contact details held on our systems for updating.  If you have not yet returned your amended sheets please send these in by next Friday 13th November at the latest so we can update our system as soon as possible.   Also please complete and forward the ‘Data/Image Protection’ reply slip for our records.

Dinner Money
Costs for this half term are:
Weekly payment
 £  9.50

Half term
£  60.80
If more than one of your children takes school lunches, the 1 free meal in 10 discount will apply and you will need to deduct 3 meals - £5.70 from the half term costs.   Please complete the reply slip attached and return with your payment.  If your child does not have meals every day please contact Rachel for clarification of costs!!  

School Photographs – Wednesday 18th November
Last year, in order to give parents the opportunity to perhaps give up to date photographs at Christmas, we changed the timing of taking individual, siblings or family photographs.  This proved popular so the photographer will be visiting us again on the morning of 18th November.  Please complete and return the attached reply slips - one for each child please - by next Friday 13th November.  If you do not wish your child’s photo to be taken please also return the reply slip with the appropriate box ticked.
Year 3 Squash & Biscuits
Year 3 will soon be planning their squash & biscuits afternoon. This will take place on Friday 20th November  and they will be sending out reminders nearer the time.
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School Meals Payment Slip

I wish to pay for this half term’s school meals for my child / ren    
Name(s)        ………………………………  Yr  ………


£  60.80

Total for 1 child
£  60.80
2nd sibling      ………………………………  Yr ………


£  55.10


Total for 2 children
£115.90

3rd sibling       .........................................    Yr ………


£  55.10


Total for 3 children
£171.00
✄ ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………

School Photographs Reply Slip
Please complete one reply slip each per child

I would like photographs of my child ………………………………. in Year ………   to be:

□
Individual

□
With brother(s) / sister(s) in Class  …………/ ………../ ……….. at West Pennard School

□
Family group with parent and / or pre-school child








(More than one option may be selected)

□
I do not wish my child to have their photograph taken






Signed …………………………………………..

✄ ………………………………………….…………………………………………………………………………………………
School Photographs Reply Slip

Please complete one reply slip each per child

I would like photographs of my child ……………………………….  in Year ………….   to be:

□
Individual

□
With brother(s) / sister(s) in Class  …………/ ………../ ……….. at West Pennard School

□
Family group with parent and / or pre-school child








(More than one option may be selected)

□
I do not wish my child to have their photograph taken


Signed …………………………………………..

✄ ……………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………………
School Photographs Reply Slip

Please complete one reply slip each per child

I would like photographs of my child ……………………………….  in Year ………….   to be:

□
Individual

□
With brother(s) / sister(s) in Class  …………/ ………../ ……….. at West Pennard School

□
Family group with parent and / or pre-school child








(More than one option may be selected)

□
I do not wish my child to have their photograph taken






Signed …………………………………………..
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