WEST PENNARD CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL

[image: image1.png]


HEADTEACHER
Church Lane

Mrs H Burchell
West Pennard


Glastonbury


Somerset


BA6 8NT


Tel:  01458 832866


Fax:  01458 834662

Website: http://www.westpennardprimary.co.uk

E-mail: office@westpennardcofe-pri.somerset.sch.uk
6 September 2011
    Parent e-mail: westpennardprimary@googlemail.com
Dear Parents, 

Welcome to Class 6 and I hope you all had a lovely summer!

As usual, the school holiday seemed to fly by and I still cannot quite believe we are back at school already. So far the children seem to have settled in to life in Class 6 exceptionally well and I am sure that they will take on the challenges and responsibilities that lie ahead of them with great enthusiasm.

Please find below a few points for your information:

Important Dates for your diary

YEAR 6 SATS WEEK 2012
We are still awaiting confirmation from the Government but we think the dates may be…...
Monday 14th – Fri 18th May   (We shall notify you with the actual dates once we know them!)
Manor Adventure Weekend (Residential)

Friday 18th May - Monday 21st May

Speaking and Listening

As part of our Literacy curriculum I should once again like to offer the children the opportunity to give a short presentation to the class on any hobby, interest, talent or out of school activity which they like doing. We would also like to introduce an individual topic project whereby the children are able to research and develop a topic of their own interest as well as the set topics on the year 6 curriculum.

PE

Our main PE focus this term is swimming on a Thursday morning. Each week we will also have another PE session and the children are aware that they need to have their PE kits in school at all times. I 
have also told the children that as the weather gets colder, they are very welcome to bring in a tracksuit top/bottoms to keep warm.

Homework Folders
The children will still need a named homework folder to transport their letters, homework, reading book etc….. to and from school.  Could you please check for information, letters and homework when they return home and before the children return to school in the morning.

Music 

Because of financial restrictions and the total reorganisation of Somerset Music we are no longer able to offer the children a class brass lesson.  However the children will be enjoying lots of music this year as part of our normal and extra  curricular music provision in the school. Opportunities still exist for paid brass lessons should you wish to your child to start this term. 
Homework
This will usually consist of a range of numeracy, literacy, topic and research tasks.  Homework is designed to reinforce skills learnt and practised in school and will need to be completed and returned by the due day. Please let us know if your child is having difficulty with any of the homework or if it is causing anxiety for any reason.

Our timetable is as follows; 

	
	Handed out 
	Returned 

	Numeracy 
	Monday
	Monday 

	Literacy
	Friday 
	Friday

	Science/Topic/Finding out 
	Varies 
	See due date on activity 


I have reminded the children that they should be reading for at least 10 minutes each evening and practicing their times tables at home as well!  Do encourage the children to play board games such as Monopoly, Cluedo, Rat Race, Chess, Playing cards etc…. as they are a great way to practise decision making, language development, money, time and the four rules of number. Your interest and support in your children’s activities is very much appreciated and any work carried out at home is always greatly valued. 
I have attached a recommended list of year 6 fiction and poetry and mentioned to the children the benefits of becoming a member of the local library (if you still have one!!). I’ve also attached a list of useful website addresses to help you support your child’s understanding of Mathematics, and a second copy of the Home - School Agreement for your records.
And finally………………………should you ever have any worries or concerns about school, please do not hesitate to contact us.  If it is a matter needing more than just a quick chat then you can always make an appointment to see either myself or Mrs McKaig.  All the research shows that happy children learn best!

Mrs McKaig and I look forward to meeting you all this half term at Parents’ Evening. 

Kindest regards

Mr Gouge / Mrs McKaig
Curriculum Overview: Autumn Term
Year  6

The Literacy and Numeracy curriculum overview, which is also attached, details learning objectives over the whole year. This document provides a flavour of the areas being covered during the Autumn Term.
	Science
	Properties of materials, Reversible and irreversible changes, Dissolving, Light shadows and reflection, Electricity / circuits

	Geography
	Main focus next term

	History
	Ancient Greece: Leaders and fighters, Maps, Physical layout, Spartan and Athenian soldiers, Ancient thinkers, Children and families, Artists and athletes, Believers and thinkers

	RE
	Hinduism: Origins, Beliefs and spread across the world, Prayer and Gods, Festivals and Stories, Harvest Festival and the Christmas story  

	ICT
	Typing Skills, Using the Internet, Word Processing Skills, Textease, Presentations using PowerPoint

	PE
	Swimming and Games Multi skills

	Art / DT
	People in Action: Exploring and drawing people, Shelters: Designing and making structures

	Music
	Composition and Singing, pitch and rhythm, Trumpet/Trombone tuition, Christmas production

	French
	Storytelling Project, Numbers 40-200, Greetings and Revision of previous work 

	Other areas
	PHSE and SEAL: New beginnings, Creating a new community, Welcoming newcomers, Coping with the influences of community life, Understanding ourselves within these contexts. Extra curricular activities according to clubs chosen.
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