West Pennard C of E Primary School

Curriculum, Teaching, Learning and Assessment Policy

United Nations Conventions of the Rights of the Child
Article 29: Education must develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full.

Article 12: Every child has the right to say what they think in all matters affecting them.

Rationale

At West Pennard Primary School we aim to deliver a high quality education to all the children in our care. Through high quality teaching, learning and assessing, we will support pupils in developing the knowledge, understanding and skills that will enable them to fulfil their potential. We recognise that assessment is an integral part of the teaching and learning cycle and this is reflected in our policy.
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Aims – to provide children with the best opportunities for learning through:
· Providing an appropriate environment in which to learn 
· Providing well planned and structured activities
· Ensuring learning is relevant and practical, drawing from their own interests and rooted in first-hand experience
· Actively involving children in their own learning and assessment, understanding how to improve
· Developing children’s basic skills so that they can apply them in all their learning.

· Ensuring activities are stimulating and challenging, developing their knowledge and skills.

· Promoting equality and relevance to the needs of all children.

· Providing children with the skills to develop their own potential intellectually, physically, creatively and emotionally.

· Allowing them to question, acquire self knowledge and to develop independence.

· Providing children with the opportunity to develop their self-esteem and help them build positive relationships with others.

· Developing children’s self-respect and encouraging children to be respectful of the ideas, attitudes, values and feelings of others.

Guidelines

Effective Learning

We believe that:

· Children learn in a variety of different ways and lessons are planned taking into account both visual, auditory and kinaesthetic learning preferences. 

· Children should be provided with a wide range of learning experiences such as enquiry, problem solving, creativity, reasoning and evaluation. 

· Children should have the opportunities to learn in whole class, paired, group and on an individual basis. 

· Children should be encouraged to take an active part in their own learning and have opportunities to reflect on their progress and clearly identify their next steps needed to improve their work.
· Children’s personal, social and physical and emotional well being are actively promoted to enable children to learn well.

Effective Teaching

1. We ensure that specific learning intentions within lessons are clearly and consistently explained to pupils.

2. We set high expectations and give every learner the confidence they can succeed.

3. We feel it is important to establish what the learners already know and build on it.

4. We structure and pace the learning experience to make it both enjoyable and challenging.

5. We aim to inspire learning through passion for the subject.

6. We make individuals active partners in their learning.

7. We aim to develop learning skills and personal qualities.

Effective Assessment

We believe that it

· is based on assessment for learning and includes regular and consistent diagnosis of pupils’ progress to clearly identify the next steps in a child’s learning journey
· is a continuous process, integral to teaching and learning, involving all teachers, children and parents.

· recognises the importance of reviews of learning as a key teaching and assessment tool.

· assesses the depth of children's learning and uses this information to plan the next steps.
· informs planning
· evaluates effectiveness of teaching strategies and materials
· monitors and tracks children’s progress

· recognises and celebrates strengths and weaknesses
Finally, we believe that children’s self assessment is crucial to effective learning and progress.  Our children are encouraged to reflect on their learning as part of lessons and to be active participants in assessing their understanding and planning for next steps.  ‘Assessing Pupil Progress’ materials are used in both literacy and numeracy to support teacher assessments.  Children are adept at using these materials and know their strengths and next steps for learning.  Our marking and feedback policy explains this in more detail. 
Curriculum Organisation and Planning
Our curriculum is planned around a series of themes that maximise cross-curricular links (see appendix 1) whilst ensuring rigour where there is a clear development in the learning of key skills.  As a school we believe that there are four ‘curriculum drivers’ that personalise our curriculum.  They are:-

· enterprise: we want our children to be resourceful, to show growing independence and take on responsibility, we have a ‘pupil voice’
· enrichment: we believe in an enriched curriculum with visits and visitors enhancing the educational experience of our children
· world and community: we recognise that the children should have a growing awareness of the place in the local and global community
· spiritual and moral: as a Church School the spiritual development of our children is very important as is the personal, social and moral development of the children to enable them to be outstanding citizens
Each class’s termly plan gives a brief overview of the areas of learning that will be covered and also specifies how the four ‘curriculum drivers’ will feature.  These plans are then developed in more detail to specify:
· Learning opportunities across the curriculum taught through the theme in communication (reading, writing, speaking and listening), mathematics, ICT and personal development

· Subject key skills taught through the theme in: history, geography and citizenship, science and design technology, art, dance and drama, and personal, social, health education. (see appendix 2)

Subjects that are taught discretely and areas of the curriculum not covered through the theme are planned for in detail separately.   Assessment opportunities are an integral part of planning.

The curriculum policy statement (appendix 3) explains the ethos underpinning all aspects of our curriculum.
Additional Educational Needs

Children with special educational needs are identified as soon as possible. IEPs (Individual Education Plans) are set up for children to enable individual targeted support. Intervention and Dyslexia Friendly strategies and Wave 3 programmes exist to meet children’s needs. Able, gifted and talented children are provided with a suitably challenging curriculum according to their specific needs. Overall, a Quality First Curriculum ensures that teachers plan differentiated work to meet the needs of all the children.
Role of Teaching Assistants

We believe that Teaching Assistants are a vital resource in supporting teaching, learning and assessment through supporting groups, running intervention strategies, supporting children with IEPs and generally maximising the progress of children.

Role of Parents

We believe that parents have a fundamental role to play in helping their children to learn. We involve parents in their child’s learning through parent curriculum education evenings, sending home termly curriculum plans, regular reports, parents’ evenings, explaining homework programme and welcoming parents into school to discuss child’s learning at any time. We believe that parents have the responsibility to support their children by ensuring children attend school, supporting homework, attending parents evenings, keeping school in touch with home issues and supporting the aims and ethos of the school and promoting a positive attitude towards school and learning.

Monitoring and Evaluation

This policy will be monitored and evaluated regularly to take into account new initiatives, curriculum changes, developments in technology or the physical environment of the school.

Reference to other policies:

Marking and feedback
Curriculum Policy Statement
Equal Opportunities
SEN

Able, Gifted and Talented

Review

This policy will be reviewed every three years or in the light of changes to legal requirements.

Date agreed with Governing Body ………………………………………………………………………

Signed on behalf of Governing Body …………………………………………………………………

Helen Burchell

Oct 11
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  Year Group  TOPIC TITLE  

Autumn Term  Spring Term  Summer Term  

R  Myself and My Family    Homes  The World Around Us  

1  Castles and Dragons    Toys  Plants and Animals  

2  Harvest and Food    Up in th e Air and Beyond  Pirates, Mermaids and Under the Sea  

3  World War 2    Rivers  Victorian Children  

4  Brunel    The Stuarts  The Tudors  

5  The Normans    Vikings and Anglo Saxons  Romans and Celts  

6  The Ancient Greeks    The Aztecs  Somerset and Wells  
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WEST PENNARD CE PRIMARY SCHOOL

Curriculum Policy Statement

United Nations Conventions of the Rights of the Child (UNCRC)

Article 28: Every child has the right to an education

Article 29: Education must develop each child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full.

Article 12/13: Every child has the right to say what they  think in all matters affecting them.

At West Pennard CE Primary School we aim to deliver a high quality education to all the children in our care.  We do this by providing an education that:

· Is broad and balanced but has challenge and depth and is in line with the National Curriculum requirements

· Develops children’s basic skills so that they can apply them in all their learning

· Has activities that are interesting, stimulating and challenging ensuring that the children’s knowledge and skills are developed

· Is committed to the principles of equality and relevant to the needs of all children

· Provides children with the skills to develop their own potential intellectually, physically, creatively and emotionally

· Values each child and promotes success for all

· Allows children to question, acquire self-knowledge and to develop independence

· Develops the pupil voice

· Provides children with the opportunity to develop their self-esteem and help them build positive relationships with others

· Develops children’s self-respect and encourages children to be respectful of the ideas, attitudes, values and feelings of others

· Reflects the principles of Every Child Matters

· Enables all children to learn a foreign language

· Gives children opportunities to enjoy extra-curricular activities in a range of areas

The curriculum will be taught using a variety of teaching styles and groupings, as appropriate to the activity and the needs of the children.

We will endeavour to provide a rich and varied range of experiences and a stimulating learning environment for our children. Where possible a cross curricular approach to learning will be employed.

Teaching will be planned with regard to developing individual potential and take account of previous and future learning needs. We will ensure that children receive regular and constructive feedback and that there is time for reflection and self-evaluation.

We aim for pupils to leave West Pennard CE Primary School having achieved the best they can not only academically but also with the personal skills, attitudes and values to move on to their next stage of education with confidence and a belief that they have something of value to contribute.

The Christian ethos of the school underpins the curriculum and defines the culture of the school

Helen Burchell  Jan 11
