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Spring:
     Newsletter No 1     
Dear Parents,

We are pleased to welcome the children back after the Christmas break.  Regardless of the busy time, I hope everyone has been able to enjoy some restful moments.

On a personal note, I would like to thank you all for your cards and gifts.  They were very much appreciated.

As for this term we already we have a number of events on the agenda and, as always, the timetable is going to be very busy.  

January
Monday
              4
Return to school
February
Thursday
11
School Discos  -  Infants 6:30-7:25pm and Juniors 7:30-8:45pm

Friday

12
Class 5 Squash & Biscuits

Mon- Monday 15-22
Half Term  (Monday 22nd Feb is an Inset Day)
Tuesday
23
Return to school

March
Mon-Friday
1-5
Enrichment Book Week
                          Wednesday        3
Book Fair arrives


Friday

12
The Hospital Force, Kinetic Theatre visit

                          Tuesday            16
Parents’ Evening   3:30 - 6:30pm



Wednesday
17
Parents’ Evening   3:30 - 6:30pm 
                          Thursday 
25
School Discos - Infants 6:30-7:25pm and Juniors 7:30-8:45pm

April                  Thursday            1 
End of term service in the school hall
                                                                Class 4 Squash & Biscuits






Last Day of Term



Monday
19
Summer term begins

Attendance Concerns

As you are aware our attendance was only judged as satisfactory following our most recent Ofsted inspection.  As a result of this grading the Governors have made a number of changes to our attendance and punctuality policy.  Some of these changes have already been implemented such as comments on your child’s attendance on the end of year reports.  However, following consultation with our Education Attendance Officer, we have decided to write on a regular (half termly) basis to all parents of children with less than 95% attendance.  Therefore, some of you will receive letters at the end of the week.  I must stress however, that where absences can be accounted for as a result of genuine illness or other extenuating circumstances this is by no means a criticism.  It will serve the purpose of highlighting how much schooling has been missed and, as I am sure you are aware, this does impact on progress.
Music Tuition – Years 3,4, 5 & 6

Keyboard and guitar tutors are teaching this week but as far as we are aware, all others will resume next week and Mutek lessons start 20th January.  Please ensure that for every lesson your child brings both their music and practice books which are the main weekly means of communication between tutors and parents.

May we remind you that children need to remember to take home their instruments on the day of their lesson - some instruments are quite large and if not handled correctly, can easily be damaged in such a small area when trying to make space for other lessons.  Parents also need to be aware that these valuable instruments are not covered by school insurance so we advise you to organise your own cover. 

If you have not settled your invoice for tuition for the autumn term, please can you forward this as soon as possible and by latest 15th January.  Many thanks
Mid-Morning Drinks

When ordering these drinks, please ensure that your child really does want this drink, as we constantly find full cartons left, particularly in junior classes, at the end of the day.  

Milk is available from the first day of term for those who have registered with Cool Milk Ltd.  If your child wishes to take up this option please either contact the school office for the appropriate form to complete or log onto their website, www.coolmilk.com.  Reception children under 5 are eligible for free milk.
Orange juice is also available from the first day of term for those already on the list and the cost for this term is £11.60 each.  Please complete the reply slip attached and forward with your payment. If you would like your child/ren to take up this option we have to order weekly so please complete and return your reply slip by Monday 11th January to enable them to start from Tuesday 12th January.  Please make cheques payable to ‘Somerset County Council’.

Free School Meals

It is important that you inform the school of your child’s entitlement to free school meals, even if they do not wish to take this up.  The funding we receive for our school is significantly affected by the figure we submit to County, hence if you do fall into this category, it would be most helpful if you could let Rachel know.  She will then forward you the appropriate form to complete for our files but please be assured that all personal details are kept confidential.
School Meals Payments

Depending on how you prefer to settle meals payments, the cost of school lunches for this term is as follows:

Costs for this term are:
Weekly payment
 £   9.50
Whole term
 
£110.20

First half term

 £ 57.00
Second half term
£  53.20
If more than one of your children takes school lunches, the ‘1 free meal-in-10’ discount will apply and you will need to deduct 6 meals, £11.40, from a full term’s payment, or 3 meals, £5.70, from each half term payment.  Please complete and return the attached reply slip with your payment.  Please make cheques payable to ‘West Pennard School Meals Trust’ and send them to school in a clearly marked envelope.  If your child does not have meals every day please contact Rachel for clarification of costs.  

Year 6 – Residential visit – Manor Adventure May 2010

Although this visit may still seem a long way off, we have to pay our final balance by the end of February.  Therefore, for those parents who opted to pay the balance of £140 in one final payment please return this with the reply slip attached as soon as you are able, but no later than Friday 12th February.  The January monthly instalments are now due.  Thank you.
Bad Weather

During the next few weeks (or indeed tonight!) it is likely that we may experience some very wintry conditions. Should it be necessary to close the school due to overnight snow, you should expect an early phone call from your emergency contact representative to inform you of the decision.  We have contacted them today to ensure they have current information and should any difficulties arise then the procedures will operate as in the past. New parents details have automatically been added to existing lists.

The information will be posted on the school website as soon as the decision has been made and I also notify Heart FM and BBC Somerset.

It takes a considerable amount of time to update contact details each year and I would request that if you do change either your home, work or other emergency contact details, you inform the school at the time of change.  This will allow us to update the system as we go along.

Breakfast Club

Breakfast Club will continue to run this term from 7.45am at a cost of £1.90 per session.  Please take advantage of the service.  You do not need to book in advance.  I have had a request from Mrs Andrea Hale, who runs the club, for parents to make sure that there is a member of staff on site before leaving their child.  She is concerned that, should there be inclement weather or there is another emergency, she could be delayed and would not be on site by 7.45am.  This has never happened as yet but it is better to be on the safe side.
After School Club

I will be sending out a separate later next week regarding the after school club registration and arrangements.
Traffic Request
Pedestrians who turn left at the end of the Church Lane and walk in the Baltonsborough direction have requested that parents do not park near to or on the bend in the road beyond Southtown Lane as they are then forced to walk in the road and in the path of oncoming traffic.  Thank you for your co-operation in this matter.
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Helen Burchell

Ref: Newsletters\Spring 10 1
Orange Juice Reply Slip

My child/ren named below:

□
is receiving mid-morning juice this term and I enclose £ …..……  in  payment (£11.60 each).

□
would like to start mid-morning juice this term from Tuesday 12th January and I enclose £……… in payment.                    (£10.40 each).  Cheques to be made payable to ‘Somerset County Council’ please.  


Name
………………………………
Yr
…………


Name
………………………………
Yr
…………



Signed ………………………………………

✄ ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
School Meals Payment Slip
□
My child/ren ……… ………………………………  (Yr/s…...) only take meals on certain days each week.  Please send me details of the cost for this half term / the whole term.

□
I wish to pay for school meals for my child / ren for the   (circle choice)     first half term     whole term 

Name(s)        ………………………………  Yr  ………



£   57.00
£  110.20


Total for 1 child

£   57.00
£  110.20

2nd sibling      ………………………………  Yr ………



£   51.30
£    98.80


Total for 2 children

£ 108.30
£  209.00
3rd sibling       .........................................    Yr ………



£   51.30
£    98.80


Total for 3 children

£ 159.60
£  307.80

Cheques payable to ‘West Pennard School Meals Trust’ please

✄ ………………………..………………………………………………………………………………………………………...…
Year 6 Residential trip to Manor Adventure May 2010
I enclose my payment of £140 being the final balance for my child  ……………………………………….  for the above visit in May 2010.   (Please make cheques payable to ‘Somerset County Council’).



Signed ………………………………………………

✄ ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………...
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