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Dear Parents,

Welcome back! I hope you had an enjoyable summer, are feeling suitably refreshed and are ready for an action-packed term in Class 4. I know I am! Enclosed with this letter is an overview of the curriculum that your child will be following this term, and below are a few notes that may help with the smooth running of school life. I hope you find it informative and of interest. 
Homework
In Year 4, as through Key Stage 2, we expect the children to become more responsible for, and independent in, their learning. It is therefore their responsibility to ensure reading books, notes and homework sheets are ferried to and from school. Homework is given to the children in person every Friday during term time and will often consist of a game or activity as well as optional links to online activities to support the learning of the previous week. The purpose of the homework is not to introduce something new or unfamiliar to the children, but to consolidate what they have done during the previous week and allow you to keep abreast of what they are doing in school. There are four different versions of the homework as well as three different spelling lists. Your child will be given the correct homework sheet and will know the list of spellings that they are to learn. The children should therefore, in the main, be able to do much of the work on their own and extend themselves with the online activities should they wish to. Children who do not have access to the internet at home will usually have the opportunity to do the activities during our Friday afternoon ICT session or as part of our maths lesson when using the web browsers on a Friday. Homework is posted on the Year 4 page of the school website every Thursday night and spare copies can be found on the display board in the cloakroom. Homework is to be handed in at any time before the following Friday. In addition to this, throughout the year, the children will have a number of activities they can do at home to improve their mental maths. They will be given a booklet which has a ‘wall’ of targets to focus on at home and these will be assessed in school at the end of each term. When they have successfully completed their ‘wall’, they will be able to progress to the next ‘wall’, and so on. To find out more, please come to the information evening about ‘Rainbow Walls’ next week. 
Reading

In addition to the homework, it is expected that the children read every night, and, where possible, to one of you. I realise that people lead busy lives, but many children can ‘drop off’ with their reading, particularly in Year 3 and 4 as it is sometimes assumed that as they can read books with a reasonable degree of fluency on their own, they are understanding what they have read. Mrs Buckley, Mrs Truan and I will endeavour to hear your child read as often as we can and will sign reading diaries when we do so. It is certainly equally valuable for you to read to them as well as it will improve their knowledge of stories and help instil a love of reading. When you read with your child, could you please sign the reading diary also?
Spellings

Some of the children in Year 4 will continue to be set for phonics and will have a daily session with a particular adult outside of the classroom. The rest of the class will be following the Year 4 spelling programme in Class 4. 
Routines

Key Stage 2 children stay in the playground until the whistle at 8:50am. They can, if they feel it necessary, drop off their bags and hang up their coat in the cloakroom, but must not, unless it is raining, come in to class before the whistle goes.

Trips / appeals
We are exploring some interesting areas of the curriculum this term, as outlined on the attached sheet. Our main focus is on the life and achievements of Isambard Kingdom Brunel and will also touch on aspects of daily life in Victorian times, building on the children’s learning from last year. If you have any interesting or unusual artefacts from this period in history, and would be willing to let us examine them this term, they would be much appreciated. We are also, as part of this topic, going to visit the SS Great Britain. I intend for us to be dressed as Victorians for our visit, so could you perhaps rehash what the children wore for their trip with Mrs Bridson at the end of last year? 

Finally, some key days to remember – 

Tuesdays – P.E kits required
Thursdays – homework posted on site.

Fridays – homework is given out (and handed in).

Thursdays – PE kits required

I hope this has given you some useful information. If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me or put a note in your child’s reading diary. 

Thank you for your support,

Mr Tony Wheat














