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5th September 2011,
Dear Parents/Carers,

Welcome to Year 2!

I hope you all had an enjoyable Summer break and that this year will be an enjoyable and stimulating one for your children! In Year 2 many children really do start to ‘fly’ and take off in their learning. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the routines and curriculum your child will be following throughout Year 2.

Staff
The Teaching Assistants in Year 2 are Mrs Rita Ayres and Mrs Kathy Jones and I am really looking forward to working with them for the benefit of the children. In addition to this the children will benefit from the additional teaching experience of Mrs Ann McKaig on a Wednesday afternoon for R.E and French.

Homework

Reading

A great deal of the homework will be reading based and I hope you will be able to support your child by hearing them read for approximately 10/15 minutes per night. All children will have a daily reading experience in school and when this is supported by an adult, will be recorded by initials or stamps in the reading diaries. Please ensure that when you have heard your child read, you record this in the diary too. All books will be changed as required and as always we respond to any comments or concerns. 

Numeracy Home Learning Books

Each week the children will have a short piece of Numeracy work to reinforce the previous week’s learning. This is different from the Year One work and an explanatory note will be sent home with the home learning book on Friday 16th September.

Phonics and Spelling

We will be approaching spelling and phonics in a slightly different way this year. Your child will be bringing home a spelling bee that on one side will show the phonics/letter patterns and the other the high frequency/tricky words that we have been practising in our phonics sessions. These are a reminder of what the children have been learning in school and therefore we ask you to support your child by helping the children to read and/or spell the words/sounds on their bee with you at home. We won’t necessarily be giving the children a ‘spelling test’ but we will be checking that they are up to speed with what is on their bee before we move on to a new sound/letter pattern. The one that we have been working on will be coloured in for easy recognition. Please ensure the spelling bee is kept in their red bags so that they can colour in the next week’s learning.

If you have any concerns regarding homework, please do not hesitate to come and see me. Please keep reading bags, books, spelling bees and reading diaries in school every day and check for letters. 

However, book bags are not required for enrichment Thursdays, which for this term are: 08.09.11, 22.09.11, 06.10.11, 20.10.11, 10.11.11, 24.11.11 and 08.12.11.

The attached sheet gives an overview of the work that we will cover over the course of this term. You will find the Numeracy and Literacy coverage on the Year 2 Class page of the website. Please see Rita if you require a paper copy of these documents. In addition to this Mrs Mckaig will be covering ‘Friends, Family and the Community’ in RE and continuing to teach the children French. They will be learning to say their name, how old they are and the numbers to 20. For more detail on what we will be covering each week, please look on the weekly timetable which is on the parents’ noticeboard in the Year Two cloakroom. 

For the first few weeks we will be looking at different versions of ‘The Little Red Hen’, therefore if you have a copy that we could borrow we would be most grateful.

If your child has a medical condition that you wish me to know about (e.g. they have an inhaler) would you please write me a note to say so.

Finally, some key days to remember – 

Fridays – Numeracy homework is set and handed in the following Friday. 

Tuesdays – P.E kits required for shorter P.E session.

Thursdays – Both Swimming and P.E kits needed.

I hope this outline has given you some useful information. If you are concerned about anything, please do not hesitate to contact me or put a note in your child’s reading diary. We hope to work your children hard but also that they will enjoy their time and have fun too! I look forward to a busy, exciting and enjoyable time with your children.
Thank you for your support,

Helen Morley.














