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LEARNING IN THE EARLY YEARS 

CLASSROOM

INDUCTION EVENING 



EYFS Curriculum
• The EYFS curriculum is made up of prime areas and specific areas.

• The Prime areas are: personal, social and emotional development; 

communication and language; and physical development.

• The Specific areas are: literacy; mathematics; expressive arts and design; and 

understanding the world.

• As EYFS practitioners, we also look at The Characteristics of Effective Learning 

which cover: 

• playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things, and ‘have 

a go’;

• active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter 
difficulties, and enjoy achievements; and

• creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own ideas, 

make links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things.



Learning Through Play 

•Within the reception year, your child 

will find that they are immersed in 

many new learning experiences, most 

of which will happen during carefully 

thought out and planned play based 

activities.  

•Parent contribution is vital to building 

the whole picture of your child as a 

learner.



Tapestry – an online journal 

• Tapestry is a way of observing and recording your child’s 
learning and progress throughout their first year at school.

• Staff can add photos or videos of your child or add 
observations.

• Parents are also able to add photos and videos as 

evidence.  Parent input is invaluable and helps us to build 
a whole picture of the child as a learner.

• Please complete the consent form so that we can send 

you log in instructions.  This way, you can view and add 

to your child’s journal.



Phonics in the Early Years
• Phonics is a way of teaching children how to read and write. It helps children 

hear, identify and use different sounds that make up words in the English 

language.

• Phonics is taught daily from reception to the end of KS1 using the Phonics Bug 

Phonics Scheme.

• Children are introduced to new phonemes (sounds) every week as well as 

learning the letter names. 

• They are then taught to blend and segment using these phonemes to help 
them to read and write with confidence.

• Within reception, we cover 4 of the 6 phases of phonic learning.



Phonics Sway

https://sway.cloud.microsoft/TS0E74aHz1LhKMeT?ref=Link
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/TS0E74aHz1LhKMeT?ref=Link


Reading
During the first few weeks of school, your child will 

bring home a reading book and reading diary.

The books will match their learning within phonics lessons, therefore supporting their early 
development in reading.  The books also belong to the Phonics Bug scheme so will 
supplement the learning within class.

Please aim to read with your child 4 times a week.  Re-reading a book is an essential part of 
early reading skills.

Phonics bug have an online resource for parents and children to access books and games to 
support their phonics and reading.  Your child will come home with a login in the first few 
weeks.

Make reading a special and fun time.  Different times of the day work better for different 
children



Mathematics in the Early Years

• As a school, we follow a scheme called Power Maths.  In Reception, 

this is delivered using teaching slides, interactive teaching tools and 

practical activities.

• We also use Number Sense to help children to develop a deep 

understanding of number which focuses on subitising, composition of 

numbers and numerical patterns.



White Rose 1 Minute Maths

https://assets.whiteroseeducation.com/fixed/wre/digital-tools/1-minute-maths/index.html?Expires=1750360632&Signature=zu~Fkgy0RojKYIwQyl8T1XetZhvv~r-ooGS75y4vzTs5kt3nK6Qmbc3MXi9unfOJXQum1uvzqlB9XSzLOEFBO3Lq2f8yYlrmqO9nRlJiqkTqRsD43~8x6MD3Kf5cgfpbL7MAskWX8Krk82lfmx~e3~hKiWrF5rjmanvMkFHmEEXs-7LjIInnWNMBgyprt9~~6FedzN5kREVC08EY1hqn3wsNWDQvFqRRF8eI1PuhFxkSqpKobVEAmWv5b2fp8Q-hRnEWkj3xBEcbiO5eOyF1KZWZC-zDzzl26030V16U771hFoR2D7lDCZ8YqLoCY3Id0-UiaUWCPk7ADYu2uUIU8A__&Key-Pair-Id=K2O4JAIBBX4MQS&_gl=1*1yimqyx*_gcl_au*NDQ4NTIyOTI0LjE3NDI1MDA5MjYuMTM1MTExMDU1Ny4xNzUwMjc0MjA0LjE3NTAyNzQyMjA.*_ga*Mjc1NjQ2NjA2LjE3MTA1MDI3Njg.*_ga_869Y76J73T*czE3NTAyNzQwMTQkbzYkZzEkdDE3NTAyNzQyMzMkajIzJGwwJGgw
https://assets.whiteroseeducation.com/fixed/wre/digital-tools/1-minute-maths/index.html?Expires=1750360632&Signature=zu~Fkgy0RojKYIwQyl8T1XetZhvv~r-ooGS75y4vzTs5kt3nK6Qmbc3MXi9unfOJXQum1uvzqlB9XSzLOEFBO3Lq2f8yYlrmqO9nRlJiqkTqRsD43~8x6MD3Kf5cgfpbL7MAskWX8Krk82lfmx~e3~hKiWrF5rjmanvMkFHmEEXs-7LjIInnWNMBgyprt9~~6FedzN5kREVC08EY1hqn3wsNWDQvFqRRF8eI1PuhFxkSqpKobVEAmWv5b2fp8Q-hRnEWkj3xBEcbiO5eOyF1KZWZC-zDzzl26030V16U771hFoR2D7lDCZ8YqLoCY3Id0-UiaUWCPk7ADYu2uUIU8A__&Key-Pair-Id=K2O4JAIBBX4MQS&_gl=1*1yimqyx*_gcl_au*NDQ4NTIyOTI0LjE3NDI1MDA5MjYuMTM1MTExMDU1Ny4xNzUwMjc0MjA0LjE3NTAyNzQyMjA.*_ga*Mjc1NjQ2NjA2LjE3MTA1MDI3Njg.*_ga_869Y76J73T*czE3NTAyNzQwMTQkbzYkZzEkdDE3NTAyNzQyMzMkajIzJGwwJGgw


Timetable
A typical day in the classroom 
might look like this:

8:00 - Breakfast club in the hall

8:30 – 9:00 Child initiated settling 
in activities

9:15 – 9:45 Phonics

9:45 – 10:45 Literacy/maths based 
learning

10:45 – 11:00 Snack and playtime 

11:00 – 11:45 Maths/literacy 
based learning

11:45 – 1:00 lunch and play

1:00 – 2:35 Topic based 

learning with plenty of child 
initiated activities.

2:40– 3:00 story time

3:15 – Home time (3:10 on the 

playground)



Welly Walk Wednesdays
We have weekly welly walks to the top of our playing field where we have a 

forest school area.  This is an important time of the week where lots of learning 
takes place and many skills are developed, such as communication, problem 

solving, fine motor and gross motor skills, risk taking, creative skills and many more!



Communication

It is really important to us that you feel you are able to 

communicate with the class teacher.  Mornings are 

always a busy time and the staff like to give the children 

our full attention so it is best to talk to us at the end of 

the day if you have any concerns.

We also use an app called Class Dojo which means 
parents and staff can send messages to each other.  

This is a great way to share non-urgent messages.

For any communication that needs an immediate 
response, please call the school office.





Snacks

•All children from reception to 

the end of KS1 are entitled to 

free school fruit every day.

•You can also send your child 

with their own fruit. 

• Crisp Friday!



Induction Session

Stay and Play Session

Tuesday 8th July

1:00 -2:30pm

Children are invited to stay and play in Year R.  

Parents are invited to have time getting to know 

each other and enjoy a cup of tea and cake!



CANY QUESTIONS?


