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Dear Parents/Carers,

It is lovely to see all the children hack in school and .a Happy New Year to everyone! We are
~ery pleased to welcome you hack to ,ab,wsg/s,pruugizrm,ahe,ad,at West Pennard.

During this term our theme is ‘Homes’. Throughout this term the children will be learning .ahout
homes around the world and exploring different materials during our Ascience irwestigations. We
in owr local erw.irorument.

Owr weekly routine will stay the same. Welly Walks will continue .on a Wednesday, so please ensure
that yowr child has a cearly named pair of wellington hoots in school on that .day.

We will be focussing on gym .and dance during our P.E sessions, children will need P.E kits in
school every day.

We were delighted awith the children'’s enthusiasm .and progress in phonics last term. During the
coming term we will be focussing .on blending .and segmenting Phase 2 sounds and introducing
some new Phose 3 sounds and tricky words. This will help to support your childs progression
and confidence in reading .and writing.

To help inspire children to write, we will bhe introducing a Magic Writing Bag. The Magic Writing
Bag contains Fred the Ted, and .a ~variety of writing materials. Fred the Ted will spend .a weekend
aith. o different child each week. Children will he encouraged to awrite about Fred the Teds weekend
in his diary. His .adventures will be shared with the rest of the .class on a Monday morning.
More details to follow.

We will be changing the w.ay children .are given new reading hooks in Reception. We would like
the children to he part of the process as it is important that children feel excited .about the hooks
they read. The children (and parents) will choose their own reading book from .a hasket of hooks
suitable for their reading .ability. The perfect opportunity for them to do this is first thing in the
morning. If you are able to stay .at drop off to choose o bhook with your child .and record it in
their reading diaries then that would be great. For children that attend hreakfast club or come
to school on the bus, a member of staff will help them to choose a new reading hook. This
Ay, children can read hooks that inspire them, catch their imagination and wltimately help them
to make excellent progress in reading. Yowr child may change their hook as many times as
needed throughout the week. Please continue to record any reading you do with yowr child at
home, as will we at school.



If yowr child has .a guided reading stamp in their reading diary, it means they have read in a
asmall group with a teacher. Guided reading wsuwally uses other hooks than those in the hasket.
We will let you know by the end of the first week which hosket your child needs to change their
hook from.

Please let ws know if you would like to spend some time in the classroom, os o
parent volunteer. We would love parents to .come in and hear children read.

Finally, we would like toke this opportunity to thank you for smowr Christmas gifts,
cards and wishes, we were gquite overuwhelmed. We .are all looking forward to the coming term,
and as olways, please do not hesitate to contact ws if you have .any worries or concerns.

Many Thanks,

Mrs A/W Fowler .and Mrs Carcline Free



